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Ambitious targets to fight climate change. Measures to help the middle class and a promise to lower cellphone bills. 
A start on national pharmacare and continued efforts on Indigenous reconciliation. 


These are the priorities Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has put forward for Canada's 43rd Parliament. 


There are no surprises here. The speech from the throne is really a restatement of the Liberals election platform, 
which itself was a continuation of their first mandate, with the addition of a conciliatory nod to the opposition parties 
Trudeau will need support from as the head of a now minority government. 


But that's not a bad start. 


Minority governments are always more politically challenging and there's a greater temptation to compromise on 
principles just to make a deal. But Trudeau is demonstrating that he recognizes that good policies make for good 
politics. 


In the October election the Liberals put forward the best plan to put Canada on the right road to dealing with climate 
change and ensure more people share in prosperity. It's important they don't waver from that progressive policy 
agenda. 


A throne speech is always light on details, dollars and implementation plans and much will depend on those. The 
government would do well to roll out some of those missing pieces quickly. But it hits the right notes. 


It acknowledges the regional divisions that the election highlighted and urges all the Members of Parliament to work 
together for the common good while also making it clear the government doesn't intend to back off its priorities. 


On climate change, the government is forging ahead with plans to legislate a target of reaching net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2050; and a carbon levy “everywhere in this country" - despite fierce resistance from a coterie of 
Conservative premiers, including Doug Ford. 


It's not only the right thing to do, it's what Canadians want. As the speech states, "a clear majority of Canadians 
voted for ambitious climate action now." 


That's why the government should not delay in following this up with details on just how it actually intends to reach 
those targets. 


While it got far less attention than the issues of climate change and Indigenous reconciliation, it was welcome that 
pharmacare - "the key missing piece of universal health care in this country" - was included. 


This was the closest thing to a bold idea from October's election and it's badly needed. 
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Far too many Canadians are not covered by drug plans and can't afford their prescriptions. And the rapidly rising 
costs of drugs and increasing copays threatens affordability, even for those who have good coverage now. 


This week, the bulk of the provincial premiers made it clear they have little interest in talking about anything new in 
health care while they're feeling snowed under trying to meet the needs of existing programs. 


So the government will face an uphill battle with its provincial partners as it works towards the universal public drug 
coverage Canadians need. 


But the priority the government has indicated will be its first act is far less challenging to deliver: a broad income tax 
cut. It will benefit the lowest-earners the most, as it should. 


"Moving Forward Together," the throne speech's title takes on multiple meanings. It works to evoke the Liberal 
campaign slogan "choose forward," and as an understanding that a minority government can't do anything alone. 
And, given the speech's focus on the need to foster national unity, as an acknowledgement that the country itself 
needs to move forward together. 


But while the problems on that front are obvious, the Liberals (along with everyone else) are still trying to find their 
footing as they look for solutions and a way to balance all the opposing regional concerns. 


It's not an accident that the speech didn't use the words "climate crisis," which infuriates the Prairie West, or 
mention oil pipelines, which does the same for Quebec. 


Trudeau has already appointed a heavy contingent of Quebecers to cabinet and dispatched his star minister, 
Chrystia Freeland, to try and improve relations with the Prairie provinces as the deputy prime minister in charge of 
intergovernmental affairs. But his cabinet choices and the throne speech still don't do much to indicate just how he 
expects to tackle those regional challenges. 


Just avoiding hot-button words won't work for long. Though Trudeau is far from the only politician to give that a try. 


The Canadian premiers who met on Monday also managed not to mention oil pipelines, an issue that deeply 
divides them. They, just like the throne speech, opted for the seemingly less controversial "get Canadian resources 
to new markets" line. 


Trudeau may have hoped to touch a conciliatory note with opposition parities on the left and right by opening the 
door to "universal dental care" and "fighting money laundering," NDP and Conservative priorities respectively. 


But the speech clearly indicates that the Liberals expect the support they need to govern to come from the New 
Democrats and Bloc Québécois far more than from the Conservatives. And there should be enough here to get that 
started. As Green party Leader Elizabeth May put it, Trudeau will be able to find “available dancing partners." 


Canada has achieved progress under minority governments in the past. There's no good reason that can't happen 
again. 


Classification 


Language: ENGLISH 


Document-Type: COLUMN 


Publication-Type: NEWSPAPER 


Page 3 of 3 
The first steps to governing 


Subject: HEADS OF STATE & GOVERNMENT (90%); LEGISLATIVE BODIES (90%); POLITICS (90%); CLIMATE 
ACTION (89%); CLIMATE CHANGE (89%); NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE (89%); ELECTIONS & POLITICS 
(78%); EMISSIONS (78%); HEALTH CARE REGULATION & POLICY (78%); TYPES OF GOVERNMENT (78%); 
HEALTH CARE POLICY (77%); PRIME MINISTERS (77%); PLATFORMS & ISSUES (76%); REPORTS, 
REVIEWS & SECTIONS (74%); GREENHOUSE GASES (73%); CARBON TAX (63%); EDITORIALS & OPINIONS 
(59%) 


Industry: NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE (89%); PHARMACEUTICALS & BIOTECHNOLOGY (89%); 
EMISSIONS (78%); HEALTH CARE REGULATION & POLICY (78%); HEALTH CARE POLICY (77%); MOBILE & 
CELLULAR TELEPHONES (73%); CARBON TAX (63%); PRESCRIPTION DRUG AFFORDABILITY (60%) 


Person: JUSTIN TRUDEAU (79%) 


Geographic: CANADA (94%) 


Load-Date: December 6, 2019 


End of Document 


